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1. MALTA

English Proficiency

Official language alongside Maltese. Entire population speaks English fluently. Native-level English
jurisdiction for practical purposes. Malta's language itself has ~30% Arabic vocabulary — culturally
familiar to Arab expats.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Digital Nomad Visa (Nomad Residence Permit): Min income €42,000/year (€3,500/month). Fee:
€300. Valid 1 year, renewable up to 3x. Tax-free first 12 months, then flat 10%. Processing ~30
days.

¢ Global Residence Programme (GRP): 15% flat tax on remitted foreign income; min annual tax
€15,000. Property purchase (€275,000 Malta; €220,000 Gozo) or rent (€9,600/yr).

¢ Malta Permanent Residence Programme (MPRP): Investment-based; property + government
contribution.

Tax Incentives

¢ Non-Dom regime: Foreign-source income taxed only if remitted at 15% flat. Foreign capital gains
exempt even if remitted.

e Digital nomad holders: 0% first 12 months — 10% after.

e Standard progressive rates: 0-35%.

Property Rights

e Foreigners can buy; require AIP permit (~€233, ~35 days). EU citizens need AIP only for second
properties.

¢ Special Designated Areas (SDAs): Multiple properties without restriction.

¢ Freehold. 5% stamp duty. No annual property tax.

Farmland/Agricultural Land

e Restricted under 2025 Protection of Agricultural Land Regulations. Foreign purchases practically
rare. AIP process applies.



Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$1,400-$2,400 USD/month including rent. 1-bed apartment: €550—-€1,100/month.

Healthcare

Top-tier in Europe. Strong public system; private widely available. English-speaking doctors
throughout.

Safety

Global Peace Index 2024: Top quarter globally. Very low violent crime. Very safe for solo women.

Internet & Infrastructure

e Fixed broadband: ~135 Mbps average. Mobile: ~77 Mbps. Malta ranked 21st globally.
e Coworking: SOHO Office Space (4,500+ sgqm, 3 locations) + others.

Path to Citizenship

e Standard: 5 years permanent residency. Maltese or English language exam. Two character
guarantors.

¢ Investment route (Citizenship by Merit): 1-3 years with qualifying investment.

¢ Dual citizenship: YES — fully allowed.

Expat Community

Very large: 37% of Malta's population (~199,000) is foreign-born. Gaming, tech, finance workers.
Very established.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Muslim population: ~15,000-20,000 (3-5% of residents).

e Mariam Al-Batool Mosque (Paola) — largest; all 5 daily prayers; Friday Jumu'ah well-attended.

e Halal food: Ali Baba (Gzira), Shakinah (St. Julian's), Naan Bar, Falafel Street (Valletta), Millenium
Kebab (Gzira).

e Maltese language has ~30% Arabic vocabulary — culturally resonant for Arab visitors.

e Rating: Yok k%

STR / Airbnb Data

oo,

Legal Status Legal; MTA Holiday Premises Licence required
Recent 2025: 3-year ban proposed for unlicensed ops; 6-guest max; EU Reg 2024/1028 from May
Regulations 2026

ADR $132-$138 (Valletta/Floriana)



oo,

Occupancy Valletta: ~85%; island: ~68%
Gross Yield 8-12% in Valletta; annual revenue ~$39K/listing
Best Areas Valletta, Sliema, St. Julian's

Sam's Business Score: 7/10

e World Bank Ease of Doing Business: Rank 84

e Formation time: 6-8 weeks; cost: ~€3,000-€6,000

e Corporate tax: Statutory 35%; effective 5% after 6/7ths refund to non-resident shareholders
¢ 100% foreign ownership; free profit repatriation

e EU holding hub advantage; beneficial for international structures

2. CYPRUS

English Proficiency

Not official but extremely widely spoken. EF EPI 2024: Score ~558, Rank ~29 (High proficiency).
Near-universal in business, government, tourism. Bilingual road signs.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Digital Nomad Visa: Min €3,500 net/month. Valid 1 year + 2 extensions (3 years total). Non-
Cyprus employer/clients required. Reopened March 2025.

¢ Golden Visa (Permanent Residency): Min property investment €300,000. Min annual income
€50,000 + €15,000/spouse. Visit every 2 years minimum.

¢ 60-Day Tax Residency Rule (2026): Tax resident after 60 days if not 183+ days anywhere else —
major nomad advantage.

Tax Incentives

¢ Non-Dom Regime: Exempt from Special Defence Contribution (SDC) for 17 years — 0% tax on
dividends and interest from any source.

¢ Income tax: First €22,000 exempt (from 2026); progressive to 35%.

e Corporate tax: 12.5-15% (increased to 15% Jan 2026).

e |P Box: 2.5% effective rate on IP income.

Property Rights

e EU citizens: Full rights. Non-EU: AIP permit; limited to 1-2 units.
e Freehold. Permanent residency via €300,000 property investment.



Farmland/Agricultural Land

e Can buy with AIP permit. Local legal assistance strongly recommended.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$1,650-$2,400 USD/month. 1-bed: €740-€950/month. Limassol most expensive; Larnaca/Paphos
more affordable.

Healthcare

e GESY public system launched 2019 — accessible to PR holders.
e Private: American Heart Institute Limassol, Ygia Polyclinic, AEIH Nicosia. Insurance: €150-
300/month.

Safety

GPI 2024: Rank #88. South Cyprus very safe; low violent crime. Generally safe for solo women.

Internet & Infrastructure

e Fixed: 100+ Mbps fiber in urban centers. Coworking: Hiigge Hub (Paphos), multiple in Limassol.

Path to Citizenship

¢ Naturalization: 8 years legal residency. Greek language exam. Dual citizenship: YES.

Expat Community

Large and established. Limassol ("Limassolgrad”), Paphos (large UK), Larnaca (Arab diaspora).

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Strong Arab presence especially in Larnaca — Egyptian, Lebanese, Syrian communities well-
established.

e Muslim population: ~18-19% of southern residents.

¢ Hala Sultan Tekke mosque in Larnaca is one of Islam's holiest sites.

e Halal food widely available; Arabic commonly heard in Larnaca/Limassol business districts.

e Rating: %% (for Arab diaspora)

STR / Airbnb Data

N

Legal Status Legal; CTO registration required
Recent Regulations Stable pro-STR; EU Reg 2024/1028 from May 2026

ADR $99-$172 (Paphos/Limassol)



I

Occupancy Paphos: ~78%; island avg: ~65%
Gross Yield 8-12% coastal; median revenue ~$26K
Best Areas Paphos (285 nights/yr), Limassol, Ayia Napa

Sam's Business Score: 7.5/10

e World Bank: Rank 54

e Formation: 3—4 weeks (8-12 days expedited)

e Corporate tax: 15% (previously 12.5%)

e |P Box: 2.5% effective on IP income; 100% foreign ownership
e EU company with access to DTA network

3. PORTUGAL

English Proficiency

EF EPI 2024: Rank #6, Score 605 — Very High. One of Europe's most English-proficient non-native
countries. Widely spoken by youth, hospitality, and in Lisbon/Porto.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Digital Nomad Visa (D8): Min €3,480-€3,680/month (4x min wage; updated 2026). Valid 1 year
(temp) or 2 years (resident); renewable.

¢ Golden Visa (ARI): Real estate mostly phased out. Remaining: Investment funds (€500,000),
science/arts donations (€250,000), job creation (10 positions). Min 7 days/year in Portugal. 5-year

residency.
¢ Passive Income Visa (D7): Min ~€870/month. Very popular with Canadian/American retirees.

Tax Incentives

¢ NHR closed Jan 2024 for new applicants (grandfathered to 2033).

e NHR 2.0/ IFICI: Flat 20% income tax for 10 years on qualifying professional income (tech,
engineering, science, innovation). Must work in eligible profession.

e Golden Visa holders spending <183 days/year: generally not Portuguese tax residents.

e D7/D8 holders staying 183+ days: worldwide income taxed at progressive rates (0-48%).

Property Rights

¢ No restrictions. Fully open market — apartments, houses, land, commercial. Freehold. No golden
visa link for most of Portugal (except designated interior areas). IMI property tax: 0.3-0.45%
assessed value/year.



Farmland/Agricultural Land

¢ Fully open. No nationality restrictions. Agricultural investment encouraged in interior regions.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

e Lisbon/Porto: ~$1,300-$2,000 USD/month. Interior/Algarve: ~$950-$1,400 USD/month.

e 1-bed Lisbon: €800—€1,400/month. Interior: €500—€900.

Healthcare

e WHO ranked #12 globally. Public SNS accessible to registered residents.

e Private: €40-100/month (Médis, Multicare, Allianz). English-speaking doctors widely available.
Safety

GPI 2024: Rank #7 — one of the world's safest countries. Excellent for solo women.

Internet & Infrastructure

e Fixed broadband: ~205 Mbps median (Q1 2025); ranked 22nd globally. Mobile: ~178 Mbps.
e Coworking: Lisbon (Beato Hub, Second Home, Heden) and Porto. Top European digital nomad
hub.

Path to Citizenship

¢ Naturalization: 10 years legal residency (from May 2026; previously 5). CPLP: 7 years. Portuguese
language proficiency + civic test.
e Dual citizenship: YES — fully allowed.

Expat Community

Very large and established. Lisbon, Algarve, Madeira, Azores. Active communities of Americans,

Canadians, Brazilians, British, French.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Muslim community: ~65,000 (Moroccan, Syrian, Iraqi, Bangladeshi, Pakistani).

¢ Central Mosque of Lisbon (1985): 1,500 capacity, near Marqués de Pombal.

e Halal food: Martim Moniz and Arroios neighborhoods in Lisbon (Zaafran, Mezze, Taste of Pakistan).
e Portugal markets to Middle Eastern families and Gulf investors historically.

e Rating: Yok dkk

STR / Airbnb Data

Legal Status Legal under Alojamento Local (AL) framework



Recent Oct 2024: Municipal containment zones; Lisbon/Porto historic centers: new license
Regulations moratorium

ADR Lisbon $100-$180; Porto $80-$150; Algarve $120-$250

Occupancy Lisbon/Porto: 65-75%; Algarve peak: 85%+

Gross Yield Lisbon/Porto: 6-10%; Algarve: 8-15%

Best Areas Algarve (Lagos, Albufeira), Silver Coast, Madeira; AVOID Lisbon/Porto historic centers

Sam's Business Score: 7/10

World Bank: Rank 39; Spot Firm registration in 1-2 hours (residents)
Corporate tax: 21% standard; 17% on first €50K (SMEs)
Madeira Free Trade Zone (MIBC): 5% CIT on international income — excellent structure

Non-EU nationals need visa first; then company can be formed easily

4. GEORGIA (Country)

English Proficiency

EF EPI 2024: Rank ~34, Score 543 — Moderate. Rapidly growing among youth and tech
community in Tbilisi. Russian still common with older generations. Tourist areas have English service.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Visa-free entry: 95+ countries (including US, Canada, EU, Gulf states) — 1 full year without any
application. Unique globally.

¢ "Remotely from Georgia" Program: Min income $2,000/month or $24,000 in savings. Valid 1
year.

¢ Residency via Investment: Property $100,000+ — 1-year renewable residency; $300,000+ — 5-
year permanent residency.

Tax Incentives

¢ Territorial tax system: Non-residents (under 183 days) pay 0% on foreign-sourced income.

¢ Individual Entrepreneur / Small Business Status: Tax residents — 1% on gross turnover up to
~$165,000/year; 3% above.

¢ Free Zones (Poti/Thilisi): 0% corporate tax, 0% VAT, 0% import tax for qualifying businesses.

e Flat 20% personal income tax on Georgia-sourced income for residents.



Property Rights

e Foreigners can freely buy residential real estate, apartments, houses, commercial. Freehold.
Capital gains: 20% if sold within 2 years; 0% after 2 years. Rental income: 5% flat tax.

Farmland/Agricultural Land

e Foreigners CANNOT buy agricultural land — constitutional restriction. Lease up to 49 years
available.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

$800-$1,500 USD/month in Thilisi. Budget nomads: $800-$1,000. 1-bed central: $650-$750/month.

Healthcare

e Public healthcare basic; private strongly recommended. Aversi, Caucasus Medical Centre in Tbilisi.
Insurance: ~$50-150/month.

Safety

Gallup Law & Order Index: 86/100 (top 35 globally.) Solo female travelers rate 4.5/5 (TravelLadies);
ranked 20th globally for female safety.

Internet & Infrastructure

¢ Fixed broadband: ~20 Mbps average (weakness). Mobile: ~60-100 Mbps. Coworking: Terminal,
LOKAL in Thilisi.

Path to Citizenship

e 10 years continuous legal residence. Georgian language required.
¢ Dual citizenship: NOT generally allowed. Presidential discretion exceptions exist.

Expat Community

Growing and active. Marjanishvili, Vera, and Vake in Thilisi are expat-heavy. Major influx of Russian
expats (2022), Western digital nomads, Gulf Arabs.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Muslim population: ~550,000 (15% of Georgia).

e Thilisi Juma Mosque (Botanical Street, Old Town): Unique Sunni+Shia shared mosque.

e Gulf Arab tourism surged 511% YoY at peak. Arabic menus common in tourist restaurants. Batumi
has large Muslim-majority population.

e Halal food: Turkish restaurants (generally halal), Arab-claimed eateries in Marjanishvili.

¢ Rating: %% %% (rising fast; Gulf Arabs increasingly live here)



STR / Airbnb Data

N

Legal Status Legal; minimal regulation; no national framework

Recent Regulations No restrictions as of 2025

ADR $42 median Thilisi; top 25%: $62+; top 10%: $98+
Occupancy Thilisi: ~63%; central/Old Town: 70-85%

Gross Yield 12-18% in tourist-heavy areas

Best Areas Old Thilisi, Rustaveli Ave, Vake; also Batumi (Black Sea coast)

Sam's Business Score: 9/10 — TOP PICK FOR SAM

¢ World Bank Ease of Doing Business: Rank 7 globally

e Formation: <24 hours; cost from €500 (remote)

¢ 1% tax on turnover up to $165K/year (Small Business Status)

¢ Free Zones: 0% corporate tax, 0% VAT

e 100% foreign ownership; free profit repatriation

e Arabic-friendly culture; Gulf Arab business community present

e lLanguage of daily life is Georgian but business in Russian/English

5. MONTENEGRO

English Proficiency

Not in EF EPI rankings. Moderately spoken in coastal tourist areas (Budva, Kotor) and by younger
generations. Serbian/Montenegrin and Russian more widespread.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Digital Nomad Visa: Min income €2,010-€2,400/month (3x min wage). Valid up to 2 years,
renewable once (4 years total). Works for employer/clients outside Montenegro. Program runs
until end of 2026.

¢ Residency via Property: Min €200,000 (raised Nov 2025).

e Citizenship by Investment: CLOSED end 2022.

Tax Incentives

e Progressive income tax: 9-15% — one of Europe's lowest.
o €0-700/month: 0%; €700-1,000: 9%; above €1,000: 15%

e Corporate tax: 9% — very low.

¢ No wealth tax, no inheritance tax between close relatives.



Property Rights

e Foreigners can freely buy residential and commercial property. Freehold. Transfer tax: 3-6%.
Annual property tax: 0.25-1% of market value.

Farmland/Agricultural Land

e Foreigners CANNOT buy agricultural land or forests. Development land capped at 5,000 sqm.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$770-$1,320 USD/month. Podgorica: €700-€900/month with rent. One of the most affordable
Mediterranean countries.

Healthcare

Below Western European standards. Private insurance strongly recommended: €50-100/month.
Complex cases: Serbia, Croatia, or abroad.

Safety

GPI 2024/2025: Rank ~34 — very safe. Podgorica rated 4.7/5 for solo female travelers (ranked #29
globally).

Internet & Infrastructure

¢ Fixed: ~85-116 Mbps (Podgorica). Mobile: ~76 Mbps.
e Coworking: Digitalna Fabrika, Work Hub. Day pass €10-20; monthly €120-180.

Path to Citizenship

e 5 years temp residency — permanent — 5 more years — citizenship = 10 years total.
e Dual citizenship: NOT generally allowed. Renunciation required (bilateral treaty exceptions).

Expat Community

Small but growing. Coastal areas (Budva, Kotor, Porto Montenegro at Tivat) have established
Russian, Ukrainian, Western enclaves.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Montenegro: ~19-20% Muslim population nationally (Bosniaks, Albanians).

Mosques throughout; Ulcinj has predominantly Muslim Albanian character.

Halal food in Muslim-majority areas; Gulf Arabs visit coastal resorts.
Rating: Yk k%



STR / Airbnb Data

Legal Status Legal; Tourism Act registration required

Recent Regulations 2025 Balkan STR reforms; income tax applies

ADR $99 avg; coastal peaks $150-$250 (Budva/Kotor)
Occupancy ~32% annual (highly seasonal)

Monthly Revenue ~$5,230 average

Best Areas Budva Riviera, Kotor Old Town, Porto Montenegro (Tivat)
Key Risk Extreme seasonality; winter occupancy <15%

Sam's Business Score: 6.5/10

World Bank: Rank 50

Corporate tax: Progressive 9-15% (very low!)
Formation: 4-7 days; cost from €500

Free Zones: Bijela, Berane (0% customs)

Not in EU; limited banking infrastructure

6. GREECE

English Proficiency

EF EPI 2024: Rank #8, Score 602 — Very High. Strong English across urban areas, islands, and
tourism. Business and hospitality in English is standard.

Visa & Residency Options

Digital Nomad Visa: Min €3,500/month gross. Valid 1 year + 2 extensions (3 total). Non-Greece
employer required. Plus: 50% income tax exemption for 7 years for those transferring tax
residency.

Golden Visa (Real Estate):

o €800,000 — Athens, Thessaloniki, Mykonos, Santorini, major islands

o €400,000 — other regions

o €250,000 — commercial-to-residential conversions (all regions) — lowest entry

o Properties must be 120+ sgm. 5-year residency; Schengen access.

Non-Dom Tax Regime: Flat €100,000/year fixed tax on all worldwide income (outside Greece) —
min €500,000 investment in Greece.

Tax Incentives

Non-Dom: €100,000/year flat on all foreign income.



¢ Digital nomad: 50% tax reduction for 7 years.
e Standard progressive: 9-44% on Greece-sourced income.

Property Rights

e Foreigners can buy in most of Greece. Border regions/some islands: ministerial approval (non-EU).
e Agricultural land purchasable. Olive groves and vineyards popular. €250,000 farmland may qualify
for Golden Visa lowest tier. Freehold.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$1,100-$2,000 USD/month including rent in Athens. Central 1-bed: €700—€1,200/month. 30-40%
cheaper than Lisbon/Barcelona for comparable lifestyle.

Healthcare

Public accessible to contributing residents. Private preferred by expats. Insurance: €50-200/month.
Athens: Metropolitan Hospital, Hygeia.

Safety

GPI 2024: Rank #40. Low violent crime. Some petty theft in tourist zones. Solo women generally safe
in cities.

Internet & Infrastructure

e Urban: 100+ Mbps fiber. Monthly: €25-35. Coworking: Impact Hub Athens, Stone Soup Athens.
Monthly ~€120-150.

Path to Citizenship

¢ Naturalization: 7 years legal residency. Panhellenic exam (Greek language/geography/history).
Dual citizenship: YES.

Expat Community

Large and established. Athens (Koukaki, Glyfada), Thessaloniki, islands (Crete, Corfu, Rhodes,
Mykonos). Growing tech/startup scene.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Muslim community: ~500,000-600,000 (5% of population) — Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Afghan,
Syrian, Iraqi.

e Athens Mosque (Votanikos): Opened Nov 2020 — Athens's first official mosque in 180+ years.

¢ Halal food: Omonia Square area (Agios Meletios/Patision streets) — Makkah Restaurant, Noors,
Dhaka Palace, Indian Kitchen, Spicy Fast Food.

e Gulf Arab tourists are major growth market; Arabic-speaking staff in major hotels.



e Rating: k%

STR / Airbnb Data

Legal Status Legal; mandatory AADE registration

Recent Oct 2025: New safety/fire rules; moratoriums in Santorini, Mykonos, Thessaloniki, Halkidiki,
Regulations Chania, Paros

ADR Athens ~$70; Santorini €163—-€327; Mykonos €192-€723

Occupancy Athens: ~72%; Santorini: ~77%; Mykonos: ~71%

Annual Revenue | Athens ~$20K; Santorini ~€43.5K; Mykonos ~€46.8K
Best Areas Mykonos, Santorini (highest yield), Athens (volume), Rhodes

Key Risk New permit moratoriums expanding in key islands

Sam's Business Score: 6/10

e World Bank: Rank 79 (improving with digital reforms)
e Corporate tax: 22% (high for EU)

e Formation: <2 weeks; IKE structure (modern, low cost)
e Free Trade Zones: Piraeus, Thessaloniki, Heraklion

e Historically bureaucratic; VAT compliance complex

7. ESTONIA

English Proficiency

EF EPI 2024: Rank ~20, Score 578 — High. Strong English among youth, tech workers, and in
Tallinn's international community. Estonian official; Russian also widely spoken.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Digital Nomad Visa: Min €4,500/month gross income from remote work for 6+ prior months.
Valid 1 year.

e e-Residency: Digital identity (NOT a visa). Allows establishing/running an Estonian company
remotely. ~€100-150. Does NOT provide right to live in Estonia.

e Startup Visa: For startup founders via Startup Estonia.

Tax Incentives

e Income tax: 20% flat (22% from 2026) — worldwide for residents.
¢ No capital gains tax. Profits retained in company: 0% corporate tax until distributed (Estonian
model).



e e-Residency OU: 0% on retained profits; 20% on distributed dividends.

Property Rights

e EU citizens: Full rights. Non-EU: Can purchase apartments and residential without restriction. No
minimum price.
e No annual property tax on buildings (only very low land value tax).

Farmland/Agricultural Land

¢ Non-EU foreigners face restrictions — government permit generally required. EU citizens: Equal
rights.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$1,600 USD/month in Tallinn. 1-bed center: €500-700/month. Prices rose 11%+ in 2024.

Healthcare

Ranked #10 in Europe for quality (Numbeo 2025). Highly digitized. 99%+ of prescriptions digital.
Private clinics: Confido, Medicum, Meliva — English-speaking, high quality.

Safety

GPI 2024: Top 30-35 globally. Very low violent crime. One of the safest Baltic countries.

Internet & Infrastructure

¢ Average broadband: 130+ Mbps. Mobile: Excellent 4G/5G.

e Coworking: Lift99 (famous startup hub), Spring Hub, Workland, UMA Workspace. ~€164/month
desk.

e One of the world's most digitized countries (e-government, digital ID, e-voting, e-health).

Path to Citizenship

¢ Naturalization: 8 years continuous legal residency. Estonian language proficiency (B1). Civic
knowledge test.
¢ Dual citizenship: NOT allowed (except those who acquired Estonian citizenship by birth/descent).

Expat Community

Small but highly connected. Tallinn has disproportionately large startup scene. e-Residents from
170+ countries form a virtual global network.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Muslim population: ~10,000 (0.73%).
¢ Tallinn Islamic Center: Largest mosque; opened 2011; 1,200 capacity.



¢ Halal food: Limited; some supermarkets stock halal products; no large-scale halal restaurant scene.

e Primarily for tech-focused individuals who prioritize digital infrastructure and EU access.
¢ Rating: *xik

STR / Airbnb Data

Legal Status Legal; minimal regulation; EU Reg 2024/1028 from May 2026
ADR $81 median Tallinn; $108 avg; top 10%: $184+
Occupancy Tallinn: ~56-67% annual

Monthly Net Profit €350-€800 (self-managed)
Best Areas Tallinn Old Town, Kalamaja, Telliskivi

Key Risk Strong seasonality; growing supply; ranks bottom 45% for Northern Europe STR yield

Sam's Business Score: 9.5/10 — TOP FOR ONLINE BUSINESS

e World Bank: Rank 18 globally

e e-Residency OU formation: 15 minutes online (after 3-8 week card delivery)
e e-Residency card: €150; minimal accounting overhead

¢ 0% corporate tax on retained profits; 22% only on dividends

e 100% foreign ownership; EU single market access

e Best EU jurisdiction for online/digital/software businesses

8. CROATIA

English Proficiency

EF EPI 2024: Rank #5, Score 607 — Very High. One of the highest in Eastern/Southern Europe.
Near-universal in Dalmatian coast and Zagreb. Business and tourism fully English-capable.

Visa & Residency Options

¢ Digital Nomad Visa (Temporary Residence Permit): Min income €3,295-€3,622/month (2.5x
average net salary). Valid up to 18 months (extended from 12 months, March 2025). Cannot be
renewed — must leave and wait 6 months.

e Tax treatment: Digital nomad visa holders fully exempt from Croatian income tax on foreign-
sourced income even if staying 183+ days. Treated as non-residents for tax. Unique advantage.

e Citizenship by investment: €700,000+ property (cannot be sold for 5 years).

Tax Incentives

¢ Digital nomad holders: 0% Croatian income tax on foreign income — codified in law.



e Standard residents: Progressive 15-35.4%.

Property Rights

e EU/EEA citizens: Same rights as Croatian nationals. Non-EU (Americans, Canadians): Via
reciprocity — if Croatia allows Croatians to buy in your country, you can buy in Croatia. US and

Canada qualify.
e Freehold. Average: ~€2,754/sqm new apartments nationally.

Farmland/Agricultural Land

e EU/EEA: Same as Croatian nationals (moratorium on non-EU buyers ended 2023). Non-EU
nationals: Generally cannot acquire unless running a registered farming business in Croatia.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$1,485 USD/month. 1-bed city center: ~€1,023/month; suburban: ~€766/month.

Healthcare

e Digital nomad visa holders NOT entitled to public healthcare — must carry private insurance.
e Private affordable: GP €40, specialist €70+. Zagreb and Split have quality private clinics.

Safety

GPI 2024: Rank #15 — very safe; one of the safest in the Balkans. Low violent crime. Dalmatian
coast among Europe's safest tourist regions.

Internet & Infrastructure

e Fixed (A1): ~76 Mbps average. Coworking: Zagreb and Split. Monthly: €189-229.

Path to Citizenship

e Naturalization: 8 years legal residency. Knowledge of Croatian language and culture required.
¢ Dual citizenship: Complex — renunciation generally required for naturalizing foreigners
(bilateral treaty exceptions; law currently under review).

Expat Community

Established and growing. Split and Dubrovnik: long-standing British, German, international
communities. Zagreb digital nomad scene growing.

Arab Diaspora Notes

e Muslim population: ~1% of Croatia. Small but present.
e Zagreb Mosque (1987); Rijeka Islamic Centre (1,200 capacity — one of largest in Balkans).
¢ Halal food: Available in Zagreb, Split, Dubrovnik. Centre for Halal Quality Certification active.



e Gulf Arab tourists increasingly targeted on the coast.
e Rating: Jxkk

STR / Airbnb Data

Legal Status Legal; Ministry of Tourism license required

Recent Regulations 2025 tourism measures to curb coastal STR growth; effective tax rate ~3-6%
ADR Average €116-131; Zagreb $104; Split/Dubrovnik $150-$250 peak
Occupancy Annual avg ~33%; peak summer coastal: 58-70%

Best Areas Dubrovnik, Split, Hvar, Rovinj; Zagreb (year-round)

Key Risk Extreme seasonality on coast; 2025 restrictions limiting new permits

Sam's Business Score: 6/10

e World Bank: Rank 51

e Corporate tax: 18% standard; 10% for revenues <€988K

e Formation: 2-4 weeks

¢ Non-EU citizens face immigration complexity alongside company formation
e Free Trade Zones: Rijeka, Split, Vukovar

9. ALBANIA

English Proficiency

EF EPI 2024: Rank ~43, Score 533 — Moderate. Growing rapidly among youth. Business English in
Tirana is functional. Italian also widely spoken.

Visa & Residency Options

» Digital Nomad Visa ("Unique Permit for Digital Mobile Workers"): Min income ~$820/month
— one of Europe's lowest thresholds. Cost: ~$300-800 total. Valid 1 year, renewable up to 5
years. After 5 years: apply for permanent residency.

¢ Residency via Property: Min €200,000 purchase, 50%+ ownership, 20+ sgm.

¢ Tax exemption for first 12 months — not considered tax resident during this period.

Tax Incentives

¢ 12-month tax-free period on Unique Permit.

¢ 0% income tax on earning under ~$142,000/year (ALL 14 million annual gross — through
December 31, 2029 under 2025 reform).

e EU pensions: completely tax-free in Albania.



¢ This makes Albania effectively 0% income tax for most digital nomads.

Property Rights

e Foreigners can buy apartments, houses, villas freely. 100% freehold. Very affordable: avg
€1,171/sgm in Tirana. Total closing costs: 4-7%. Transfer tax: 2-4%.

Farmland/Agricultural Land

e Cannot directly own agricultural land. Must establish a registered Albanian company (~€500-
1,000; ~2 weeks) to hold. Can also lease for up to 99 years.

Cost of Living (1 Person, Comfortable)

~$900-$1,300 USD/month in Tirana. 1-bed Tirana: €400-600/month. Restaurant meal: €5-8 local.
Internet: €15-20/month. One of Europe's most affordable capitals.

Healthcare

Quality below Western European standards. Albania spends 2.9% GDP on healthcare. Private clinics in
Tirana: GP €20-50. Private insurance: €30-60/month. Complex cases: Italy or Greece.

Safety

GPI 2024: Rank ~54. Improving trend. Low violent crime in tourist/expat areas. Tirana generally safe.
Solo women: generally safe in major cities.

Internet & Infrastructure

e Fixed: ~80-153 Mbps (Albania ranked 3rd in Europe for internet speed in some metrics). Home
fiber: ~€15-20/month — remarkable value.
e Coworking Tirana: 4+ spaces; ~$120/month membership.

Path to Citizenship

e 5 years legal residence — permanent residency. 7 years — citizenship eligibility.
¢ Dual citizenship: YES — Albania allows dual citizenship. No renunciation required. Significant
advantage.

Expat Community

Small but rapidly growing. Tirana emerging digital nomad hotspot. Growing tech startup
ecosystem. Regular expat events and Facebook/WhatsApp groups.

Arab Diaspora Notes

¢ Albania is a secular Muslim-majority country (~56.7% Muslim).
¢ Great Mosque of Tirana (Namazgah Mosque): Capacity ~4,500 — one of largest in Balkans.



e Et'hem Bey Mosque: UNESCO-listed historical mosque in central Tirana.
e Halal food is the default in most Albanian restaurants.

e Gulf Arab NGOs, madrasas, cultural institutions established.

e Very welcoming and safe for Arab Muslim families.

¢ Rating: s %% — BEST in Europe for Arab diaspora

STR / Airbnb Data

Legal Status Legal; DIVA platform registration mandatory from Jan 2026
Recent Regulations Jan 2026: 15% flat tax on STR income via DIVA platform

ADR $56 avg Tirana; national peak: ~$81

Occupancy Tirana: ~40%; coastal peak August: ~73%

Annual Revenue ~$6.6K per listing (Tirana)

Best Areas Saranda (riviera coast), Ksamil, Tirana

Key Risk Infrastructure limitations; strong seasonality; maturing market

Sam's Business Score: 7/10

e World Bank: Rank 82

e Corporate tax: 15% standard; 5% for software/agri-tourism

e Formation: 2-5 days (online via NBC portal)

e 100% foreign ownership; free repatriation

e Banking underdeveloped; limited DTA network

e Very low income tax (0% up to $142K through 2029) makes Albania attractive for individuals

EUROPEAN COUNTRIES — QUICK COMPARISON TABLE

Monthl | Visa Income Tax Property . Dua | GPI
y Income | (Expat) I OK | Rank
Budget | Req
Malta @ $1,400- | €3,500/ @ 0-35%/15% Yes, AIP Restrict @ 5 YES Top 25 Offi | 7/10
$2,400 mo non-dom ed years cial
Cypru  $1,650- | €3,500/ | 0% dividends | Yes, AIP AIP 8 #88 | EF #29 7.5/
s $2,400 mo (non-dom) req'd years High 10

Portu | $1,300- @ €3,480/ | 20% IFICI /0- | Fully open Fully 10 #7 EF #6 7/1
gal $2,000 mo 48% open years Very 0
High
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Sources: Residency Malta Agency, Global Citizen Solutions, Get Golden Visa, PWC Tax Summaries,
Numbeo, EF EPI 2024, Global Peace Index 2024, Airbtics, AirDNA, WorldBank Doing Business 2020,
Citizen Remote, Expatica, Nomad Capitalist. Data current to May 2026.



